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Report Highlights:
Elisabeth Kostinger, the first female agriculture minister of Austria, will now head the “Federal
Ministry of Sustainability and Tourism,” which covers the agricultural agenda.



On December 18, 2017, the new ministers of the coalition government between the
Austrian People’s Party (“OVP”) and the Austrian Freedom Party (“FPO”) were sworn
into power. Elisabeth (“Elli”) Kostinger from the OVP took over the agricultural agenda.
Succeeding Andrd Rupprechter, Kostinger is Austria’s first female Agriculture Minister.
In her last position as a member of the European parliament Kostinger distinguished
herself in agricultural and environmental topics.

The Agricultural Ministry, which Kdstinger took over in mid-December 2017, covered
agriculture, forestry, environment, and water-management. By end of December, the
Austrian government proposed changing the names and responsibilities of several
ministries, including the “Federal Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry, Environment and
Water-Management”. The Ministry covering the agricultural agenda is now re-named the
“Federal Ministry of Sustainability and Tourism”. In addition to agricultural
responsibilities, the new ministry also covers energy, mining, and tourism, which were
formerly included in the Ministry of Economy. This change came into effect on January
8, 2018.

In terms of agriculture, the government program of the OeVP — FPOe coalition contains
the commitment to, “protect the Austrian high environmental, animal welfare, and food
standards.” This commitment includes maintaining the ban on cultivation of biotech
crops and to produce an action plan to nationally ban the herbicide Glyphosate.



https://www.bmnt.gv.at/ministerium/die-ministerin/werdegang.html
https://www.bmnt.gv.at/
https://www.bundeskanzleramt.gv.at/documents/131008/569203/Regierungsprogramm_2017%E2%80%932022.pdf/b2fe3f65-5a04-47b6-913d-2fe512ff4ce6

